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House Bill Proposes New Funding For Water Security 
 

Washington, D.C. -- The House Democratic Task Force on Homeland Security 
introduced late yesterday a bill that can help drinking water agencies immediately address water 
system security.  The bill was introduced by Rep. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) with 103 cosponsors, 
including Rep. Ellen Tauscher (D-Calif.), the Vice Chair of the Defense of Physical 
Infrastructure Working Group, who developed the section of H.R. 3255 on water security.  
Among other provisions to respond to the threat of terrorism, H.R. 3255 includes $264 million 
for security at drinking water agencies: 

 
 $66 million for vulnerability assessments of water systems. 
 $55 million for the development or enhancement of emergency response plans. 
 $3 million for research into monitoring, detecting and treating chemical, biological and 

radiological agents. 
 $60 million for basic security enhancements, such as fencing, locks, cameras and 

intrusion alert systems. 
 $80 million to prevent and defeat attacks on information systems. 

  
"There is plenty of work to do to prevent contamination of water quality and disruption of 

water service.  If enacted, H.R. 3255 would help us determine vulnerabilities, revise response 
plans, monitor and treat water quality for dangerous agents and harden cyber systems," said 
Diane VanDe Hei, executive director of the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 
(AMWA), which is the water community's coordinator for critical infrastructure protection.  
"The bill offers immediate and much needed help, and we hope Congressional appropriators can 
support this and other important and urgent anti-terrorism measures to protect water facilities." 
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AMWA is an organization of the CEOs running the nation's largest publicly owned 

drinking water agencies, collectively serving nearly half the nation with safe drinking water.  
AMWA is the water community's coordinator for critical infrastructure protection. 


