
 

Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

 
For Immediate Release:                    Contact: Michael Arceneaux 
November 8, 2001     202-331-2820 michael@amwa.net 

 
 

Nation's Water System Security Coordinator Applauds Today's Committee 
Action; Cites Future Security Burdens 

 
Washington, D.C. -- Today the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

passed two important bills supported by the drinking water community because the legislation 
provides for the security of drinking water facilities. 
 

S. 1593 is the Water Infrastructure Security and Research Development Act, which was 
sponsored by full committee Chairman Jim Jeffords (I-Vt.) and ranking member Sen. Bob Smith 
(R-N.H.), and water subcommittee Chairman Bob Graham (D-Fla.) and ranking member Sen. 
Mike Crapo (R-Idaho).  The bill authorizes $60 million for five years for research into 
technologies and methods to prevent and respond to terrorism against drinking water and 
wastewater agencies.  Research areas include cyber security, physical asset security  and 
detection, monitoring and treatment of chemical, biological and radiological contaminants.  
 

Next week, the House Science Committee will hear testimony on these research needs 
and will markup H.R. 3178, a bill sponsored by Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-N.Y.) and Rep. 
Brian Baird (D-Wash.).  The bill is similar to S. 1593. 
 

"Terrorist threats present drinking water and wastewater agencies with many unknowns 
that must be answered if we are to protect consumers and facilities from harm.  Chairmen 
Boehlert's and Jeffords' research bills will help us find solutions to prevent and, if necessary, 
respond to the contamination of drinking water and the disruption of water service," said Diane 
VanDe Hei, executive director of the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA), 
which is the water community's coordinator for critical infrastructure protection. 
 

EPA and the water industry are currently engaged in a handful of water security research 
projects, but much more is needed and water suppliers want to ensure EPA places anti-terrorism 
research among its top research goals.  "Under its current leadership, EPA has been extremely 
helpful to water systems, but this legislation is needed if we expect EPA to make terrorism 
prevention and response a high priority into the future," VanDe Hei added.  "EPA must have the 
specific authority, for at least the duration of the bill, to conduct water research, because we can't 
have this strategic research lost in the mix with other programs, especially when so much 
research is needed." 
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S. 1608 authorizes $50 million in water security grants.  Introduced by Sen. Bob Smith, 

Chairman Jeffords, Chairman Graham and Sen. Crapo, the bill directs the U.S. EPA to make 
grants to drinking water and wastewater agencies for basic security measures such as fencing 
around reservoirs, intrusion prevention and alert systems and closed-circuit television 
monitoring, entrance-way reinforcement and education and training for water system personnel. 
 

"Sen. Smith's bill will help drinking water and wastewater agencies rapidly upgrade or 
install basic security measures to thwart unauthorized access to reservoirs, plants and offices," 
said VanDe Hei.  "Many of these systems already face financial challenges for routine 
infrastructure replacement, so without the funding authorized in the bill, the cost of even the 
most basic measures would be impossible to cover." 
 

Support by Congressional appropriators is the next step.  "None these bills will improve 
our situation if Congress does not appropriate the funds authorized in them," VanDe Hei added.  
"We will work with the House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders to accomplish this.  
The cost to secure America's water systems is going to be monumental.  Drinking water and 
wastewater systems are already facing an infrastructure funding gap of $23 billion per year, and 
critical infrastructure protection adds to the challenge." 
 

# # # 
 
 
 
AMWA is an organization of the CEOs running the nation's largest publicly owned drinking 
water agencies, collectively serving nearly half the nation with safe drinking water. 


