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Significant Regulatory Actions in the past 24 months: 

• October 31, 2003—Revised atrazine IRED; 
• April 2, 2004—Proposed Second Contaminant Candidate List (CCL2); 
• April 6, 2004—Proposed approval of several new analytical methods and 

proposed disapproval of atrazine immunoassay analytical method; 
• June 2, 2004—Proposed new analytical methods for uranium; 
• June 29, 2004—Final minor corrections to the Lead and Copper Rule; 
• August 25, 2004—Final rule for three new analytical methods for uranium; 
• September 2, 2004—Publication of EPA’s new Effluent Guidelines Program Plan 

that includes Drinking Water Treatment as one of the two new industrial 
categories for development of an Effluent Guideline; 

• January 11, 2005—Request for comments on submetering study; 
• February 16, 2005—Notice of data availability on proposed disapproval of 

atrazine immunoassay analytical method; 
• February 24, 2005—Final Second Contaminant Candidate List (CCL2); 
• March 30, 2005--Final Ground Water Rule Proposal withdrawn from OMB; 
• July 13, 2005—Notice of Availability of Simazine Risk Assessments and Risk 

Reduction Options; and 
• August 22, 2005—Proposed Second Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 

(UCMR2).   
 
Anticipated Schedule of Significant Regulatory Actions: 

• Final LT2ESWTR and Stage 2 DBPR are targeted by EPA to be published by 
December 15th but could slip to late December 2005 or early January 2006; 

• Proposed revisions to the Lead and Copper Rule in early 2006 with final revisions 
by the end of 2006; 

• Final Groundwater Rule schedule uncertain due to occurrence and resultant 
benefits issues resulting from OMB review, probably mid- to late 2006; 

• Final UCMR2 anticipated to be published in mid- to late 2006; 
• Proposed second round of regulatory determinations from CCL2 schedule is 

unclear due to uncertainty of whether to include perchlorate or not, probably 
sometime in late 2005 or early 2006, which could likely delay the final second 
round regulatory determinations until late 2006 or early 2007; 

• Proposed revisions to the Total Coliform Rule (TCR) and/or a proposed 
Distribution System Rule scheduled for 2006 (but will likely be delayed) with the 
final rule very tentatively scheduled for 2008;  

• Copper FIFRA review risk management decision in late 2006; 
• Regulatory decision on potential effluent guideline for water treatment plants by 

September 2007; 
• Final Radon Rule delayed until 2007 or 2008 (or even later); 
• Perchlorate proposal could be sometime in 2007 or 2008 (or even later); and 
• Second six-year review of existing regulations has a 2008 statutory deadline.  



 
Status of Other Contaminants of Concern: 

• Perchlorate—On CCL1, UCMR1, and CCL2, and was also included in the 
proposed UCMR2.  EPA incorporated the Reference Dose (RfD) from the 
National Academy of Science (NAS) review of health effects into its Integrated 
Risk Information System (IRIS) in early 2005.  A Drinking Water Equivalent 
Level (DWEL) of 24.5 ppb was established, but that assumes 100% of exposure 
from drinking water and the amount of perchlorate in food is still a big issue.  The 
future regulatory schedule is not clear as EPA is deciding whether to include 
perchlorate (or not) in its second round of regulatory determinations from CCL2. 

• MTBE—On CCL1, UCMR1, and CCL2.  EPA is in the process of negotiating the 
schedule for review of a new draft risk assessment, and external peer review is 
tentatively scheduled for mid-2006.  The future regulatory schedule is not clear. 

• Aluminum—On CCL1 and CCL2, but no further regulatory action at this time. 
• Boron—On CCL1 and CCL2, and may or may not be included in the second 

round of regulatory determinations from CCL2. 
• Other DBPs such as NDMA—With the final Stage 2 DBPR scheduled for 

December 15th, the future schedule for potentially regulating other DBPs such as 
NDMA is unclear at this time.  NDMA was included in the proposed UCMR2. 

• Perfluorooctanic acid (PFOA) or C8—This Teflon precursor appears to be a 
problem for some systems that are located near manufacturers, and EPA is 
negotiating consent agreements with the manufacturers.  The Science Advisory 
Board reviewed a draft risk assessment in January 2005 and the schedule for the 
final risk assessment is not clear at this time.  PFOA will likely be included in the 
“universe” of chemicals to be considered for future CCLs.   

• Atrazine—Revised risk assessments were released in 2002, and EPA’s Office of 
Pesticide Programs (OPP) is scheduled to complete the cumulative triazine risk 
assessment in August 2006.  After that, the Office of Groundwater and Drinking 
Water (OGWDW) will consider revising the atrazine standard and/or developing 
a total chloro-triazine standard as part of the six-year review process.     

• Arsenic—The final arsenic drinking water standard was published in 2001, but 
organic arsenic pesticides are going through the OPP reregistration process and all 
of the old risk assessment issues surrounding arsenic are back.  The Science 
Advisory Board (SAB) is conducting a review of the organic arsenic risk 
assessment with the report coming out in early 2006.  The new cancer slope factor 
could become an issue in the six-year review process. 

• Fluoride—The ongoing health effects review by the National Academy of 
Sciences should be released in early 2006. 

• Chromium—The ongoing health effects review by the National Toxicology 
Program (NTP) should be released in early 2006.   

• Trichloroethylene (TCE)—EPA released a draft risk assessment in 2001 that 
generated significant controversy.  EPA consulted with the Science Advisory 
Board (SAB) in 2004 and 2005 and that report should be released in 2006.   

• Polybrominated diphynel ethers (PBDEs)—EPA is asking chemical companies to 
voluntarily conduct further health effects studies for 3 of these flame retardants as 
part of the Voluntary Children’s Chemical Evaluation Program (VCCEP).   



  
Security Activities: 

• DHS has developed its National Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP) as part of 
its implementation of Homeland Security Presidential Directive 7 (HSPD-7).  
Sector-specific protection plans were developed as part of the NIPP.  DHS is in 
the process of revising both the NIPP and the Water Sector-Specific Plan, and 
both revisions should be released for public comment in the summer.  DHS has 
also started a study on domestic water supply.  DHS worked with the water 
organizations to establish a Water Sector Coordinating Council (WSCC) that met 
four times over the past year.  The WSSC is working on a variety issues for which 
it will provide policy input to DHS and EPA.  DHS has piloted the 
implementation of the Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN), a 
computer-based communications portal, with the water and energy sectors.  The 
initial water pilot with eight utilities has been completed, but the next steps for 
HSIN implementation are unclear. 

• DHS and EPA are struggling with response to Hurricane Katrina.  DHS’ National 
Emergency Response Registry (NERR) was modified during the week after to 
accept water and wastewater resources.  It is still not clear how well the matching 
process of resources and requirements is working in the field.     

• EPA has funded AMWA to expand the Water ISAC to include a limited-access, 
free portal known as the Water Secure Channel (WaterSC).   

• EPA requested $40 million for FY2006 for Water Sentinel, a pilot monitoring and 
surveilliance program in a handful of cities as part of its implementation of 
Homeland Security Presidential Directive 9 (HSPD-9).  However, this budget 
request was reduced to $4 million and now EPA is planning on one pilot city.  
Under Water Sentinel, the one pilot city will conduct water quality monitoring 
and routine/triggered event sampling focusing on the distribution system, 
combined with customer complaint data, disease and syndromic surveillance data, 
and other relevant security information.  Increased lab capacity through a Water 
Lab Alliance will also be part of Water Sentinel.   

• EPA established a Water Security Working Group (WSWG) under the National 
Drinking Water Advisory Council (NDWAC) in 2004 to identify the elements of 
an active and effective water security program.  The National Drinking Water 
Advisory Council reviewed the final WSWG report at its June 1-3 meeting.  EPA 
has plans for FY06 for efforts to encourage the implementation of the 14 elements 
of an active and effective security programs at large systems.  The 14 elements of 
an active and effective security program detailed in this report could be the 
precursor for a water security regulation sometime in the future.     

• Under the Water Infrastructure Security Enhancements (WISE) grant, AWWA 
has finalized guidance for security for water plant design.  As previously 
discussed, there is some ongoing concern with the WISE Phase III development 
of security standards.  The contamination monitoring technologies seminar series 
is continuing, and more workshops with first responders and local officials are 
planned for 2005.  The 2006 Water Security Congress is scheduled for September 
10-12 in Washington, DC.   


