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The City of Glendale will host a special panel discussion on the removal of chromium 6 from 
drinking water supplies on Thursday, October 12, from 9 am to 2 pm (Pacific Time).  The 
water panel experts will meet at Glendale City Hall, 613 E. Broadway.   
 
The City has been involved in a $3 million three phase research project to remove chromium 6 
from underground water wells in the San Fernando Valley basin. The panel will advise the City 
of Glendale, California on the type of treatment removal facilities that should be constructed as 
part of the phase three demonstration testing. 
 
The panel discussion is being coordinated by the American WaterWorks Association Research 
Foundation (AwwaRF) in conjunction with host Glendale, the U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the California cities of Los Angeles and Burbank. The AwwaRF is North America’s 
water industry trade research organization with headquarters in Denver, Colorado.  The panel of 
experts will include representatives from the following:  
 

• AwwaRF 

• Los Angeles Department of Water and Power  

• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California  

• State Department Health Services 

• U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  

• UCLA  

• Utah State University  

• University of Colorado  
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The next step in the research is the construction of wellhead treatment removal systems at one or 
two well sites in Glendale to demonstrate the effectiveness of possible technologies.  
Construction is expected to begin later this year.  
 
Glendale’s Water Services Administrator, Peter Kavounas, says testing conduced thus far by his 
City has been promising.   “Until the initiation of this study, there was no known practical way to 
remove trace concentrations of chromium 6 in drinking water supplies,” says Kavounas.  “To 
date, research has identified methods that need further testing to determine their technical and 
economical viability.”    
 
Chromium 6 is found in many water supplies through out the United States.  “This accounts for 
AwwaRF’s national interest and concern with respect to chromium 6 in water supplies” says 
Traci Case, Project Manager for AwwaRF who is overseeing this study.  The movie “Erin 
Brockovich”, which was released in the Year 2000, heightened the public’s concern regarding 
chromium 6 in drinking water supplies.   
 
Funding for the research effort has been provided by U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
through the efforts of Congressman Adam Schiff and Senator Barbara Boxer, the San Fernando 
Valley cities of Los Angeles, Burbank, Glendale and San Fernando and Awwa Research 
Foundation.  The State of California has also submitted a request for $1 million of Proposition 50 
funds. 
 
The meeting will be carried live by the City’s Government Access channel, GTV6 and will be 
video streamed on the City’s website www.ci.glendale.ca.us.  
 
Media Note:  The Glendale Water Treatment Plant is located at 800 Flower Street at the 

corner of Flower and Grand Central.  If you would like to take photos of the site please call 

(818) 550-5975. 
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