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Water Utilities Will Not Back Down On MTBE

Washington, D.C. - Today, the association representing the largest drinking water
utilities in the United States called on Congress to block future attempts to enact a product
liability waiver for the manufacturers of methyl tertiary butyl ether, better known as MTBE.

"The nation has already been denied an essential energy bill thanks to the MTBE
lobby," said Diane VanDe Hei, the executive director of the Association of Metropolitan Water
Agencies (AMWA).  "Now we hear that the MTBE liability waiver may be attached to national
transportation legislation.  This will jeopardize billions of dollars for important projects in every
state."

MTBE is a gasoline additive developed to improve air quality.  However, according to
trial documents, the producers of MTBE knew the chemical would contaminate water supplies
before they put it into commerce.

In a letter to U.S. Senators and Representatives today, a coalition of national
organizations representing mayors, other local elected leaders, counties and community water
utilities wrote, "The liability waiver amounts to a massive unfunded mandate on local citizens."
The coalition estimates that the cost to cleanup MTBE from drinking water supplies will total at
least $29 billion.

"The liability waiver would retroactively block hundreds of communities' legitimate suits
that have been filed already and could preempt hundreds more, leaving communities with a
$29 billion unfunded mandate from Congress," the coalition letter notes.

"Water utilities will not back down on the MTBE issue," added AMWA's VanDe Hei.
"The cleanup burden belongs on the companies who put this harmful chemical into commerce,
not on local communities."

A copy of the coalition letter to Congress may be downloaded from www.amwa.net.

# # #


