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Purpose: To identify variability of lead and copper levels at taps and to obtain reasonable 

picture of corrosion control effectiveness.   
To provide monitoring burden relief for systems that demonstrate they have 
optimized corrosion control and lead and copper levels at the tap are and will 
remain below the action level.   

Question: Are current requirements adequate to identify variability of lead and copper levels 
and assure that public health is protected? 

  
 
Background: 
The LCR requires all water systems to collect initial samples from targeted sites once every 6 
months (twice a year).  EPA originally proposed quarterly sampling for systems serving greater than 
3,300 persons.  However,  EPA was concerned that customer participation might drop if repeat 
sampling occurred this frequently.  EPA believes the number of samples and timing required by 
the LCR sufficiently account for variability at taps and that monitoring twice a year captures any 
seasonal differences in lead and copper levels.  
 
Requirements and Rationale:  
The LCR specifies dates by which a system was required to begin monitoring.   The date was 
dependent on the size of the system (i.e., population served) and was specified for discrete 6-month 
monitoring periods that ran from Jan to June and from July to December. 
· Large systems are required to conduct two, 6-month rounds of monitoring. 
· Small or medium systems are required to conduct one, 6-month round of monitoring.   

· If the system is at or below the lead or copper action level, it is required to conduct 
a second round of monitoring during the next 6 months. 

· If the system is above the lead or copper action level, it is not required to conduct 
lead and copper tap monitoring until it completes installation of corrosion control 
treatment. 

 
Reduced Monitoring 
Systems are required to continue monitoring during each 6- month monitoring period until they 
are eligible for reduced monitoring frequency.  A system that is at or below the lead and copper 
action level or meets their OWQPs for 2 consecutive 6 months can reduce to annual monitoring 
and reduce the number of sites.  If the system is at or below the lead and copper action level or 
meets their OWQPs for 3 consecutive years, they can reduce to triennial monitoring (once every 3 
years) at the reduced number of sites  
 
Increased Monitoring 
The Agency believes that systems that meet the action levels and/or the optimal range of water 
quality parameters over an extended period of time should be allowed the opportunity to further 



reduce monitoring frequency in order to avoid incurring unnecessary monitoring costs.  However, 
 a system that is on reduced lead and copper tap monitoring must revert to 6-month tap 
monitoring at the routine number of sites, if it exceeds either action level or, if applicable, does 
not meet its OWQP specifications.  The system can return to reduced monitoring if it again meets 
the criteria. 
 
EPA agrees that water systems should be allowed to reduce the number of samples and frequency 
of sampling if certain conditions are met, but under no circumstances should a system be allowed 
to entirely discontinue sampling.  The Agency believes that continued monitoring is required to 
ensure that low levels of lead and copper are maintained after installation of treatment.  If levels of 
these contaminants increase, the water system as well as the consumer should be aware of this 
increase and take appropriate actions to remedy the problem. 
 
 


