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Objective

To provide delegates with 
updated information on the 

Safe Drinking Water legislation 
for Victoria
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Environmental Health -
Guiding Principles

• Protection of human 
health

• Evidence-based 
decisions

• Risk-based 
management

• Sustainable 
development

• Partnership
• Local and global 

interface
• Triple Bottom Line 

interrelation
• Efficiency; and
• Equity

- Australian Charter for Environmental Health, 
EnHealth Council 1999

DHS legislation relevant to 
drinking water in Victoria

• Health Act 1958 (until 1 July 04)
• Health (Quality of Drinking 

Water) Regulations 2002  (until 
1 July 2004)

• Safe Drinking Water Act 2003, 
(applies from 1 July 2004)

• Health (Fluoridation) Act 1973
• Food Act 1984
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Obligations under the 
Safe Drinking Water Act 2003

• Prepare, implement and audit 
catchment to tap risk management 
plans for all supplies

• Deliver water that complies with 
standards / legislative 
requirements

• Communicate effectively with 
stakeholders

• Publicly disclose water quality 
information

Overview of next steps

• Development of Safe Drinking 
Water Regulations

• Processes for proposed levy
• Establishment of regulatory office
• Transition arrangements for 

water suppliers prior to July 2004
• Implementation and review after 

July 2004
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Safe Drinking Water 
Regulations - process

• Role of Victorian Water Industry 
Association

• Informal consultative panel
• Government agency and 

Ministerial consultation
• Drafting instructions and public 

Regulatory Impact Statement
• Consideration and promulgation

Membership of Consultative 
Panel is drawn from ...

• Victorian Water Industry Association
• Melbourne Water
• Yarra Valley Water
• South East Water
• Grampians Water
• Barwon Water
• Parks Victoria
• Southern Rural Water
• Mount Buller alpine resort
• Water Services Association of Australia
• Australian Dental Association (Vic)
• NATA
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Consultation in action ...

Safe Drinking Water 
Regulations – principal content

• Risk management plan details
• Auditor approval criteria
• Standards and monitoring details
• Incident and illness reporting 

criteria
• Annual water quality report details
• Details for register of undertakings, 

variations and exemptions
• Accreditation systems for analysts
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• Mandatory components of 
risk management plans

• Level of detail for auditor 
approval criteria

• Number and nature of 
standards for drinking water

• Monitoring requirements for 
compliance purposes

Safe Drinking Water 
Regulations – key issues

Water quality standards

• Standards are essential 
benchmarks of performance

• Legislation based on principles of 
risk management, standards and 
disclosure is endorsed by Cabinet

• Standards are compatible with risk 
management and are compatible 
with principles of ADWG
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A picture’s worth a thousand 
voices ...

Key timelines - Regulations

• Oct 2003:  Principal consultation 
finalised

• Nov 2003: completion of RIS and 
final endorsement within 
Government

• Dec 03 – Jan 04: RIS and 
regulations in public domain

• Feb 2004: Regulations reviewed 
and recommended to Minister

• After Feb: Publicise regulations
• July 2004:  Implementation
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Proposed levy

• In sections 51 to 54 of the Act
• Total approx. $1.4M per annum
• Minister must consult other 

Ministers and apportion fairly
• Apportionment likely to be based 

on population supplied 
• Being determined in conjunction 

with Government agencies.

The drinking water 
regulatory office ...

• Will deal with all aspects of 
drinking water regulation

• Main contact point for industry
• Other areas of DHS deal with 

water policy, including:
–Water reuse and reclamation
–Fluoridation programs
– Incidents and emergencies
–Bottled water and carting
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Key timelines – levy and 
regulatory office

• Nov 2003: Letter to industry 
setting out estimated 
contributions

• Feb - June 04: Detailed 
establishment of regulatory 
office, including recruitment 
of senior staff

• July 2004:  Commencement
• 2006:  Legislated review

Safe Drinking Water Act –
transition

Before July 2004 water suppliers 
should have:

• Progressed risk management 
plans

• Developed their skills base
• Categorised regulated supplies
• Considered proposed 

undertakings and variations (to 
continue beyond 1 July 2004).
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Undertakings

• Secretary may accept undertakings
• They arise if a regulatory 

requirement is not fulfilled
• Details are in section 30 of the Act
• Are time limited and need to set 

out steps to be taken to ensure 
that Act is complied with.

• Co-operative approach taken but 
penalties may arise if breached.

Variations process

• Minister may approve a varied 
standard for drinking water in 
some circumstances

• Details in section 19 of the Act
• For some aesthetic criteria only 

related to catchment conditions
• Risk management and community 

consultation process required
• Once varied, assessed as any other 

drinking water supply.
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Exemptions process – small 
drinking water supplies

• Standards for drinking water are 
applied at point of supply, but ...

• Minister may approve exemptions 
from a standard for drinking water 
(section 20 of the Act)

• Risk management and community 
consultation process required

• Drinking water must always be safe
• Point-of-entry systems may be 

considered.

Water that is not intended 
for drinking

• Minister may declare water that is 
not drinking water as ‘regulated 
water’ (section 6 of the Act).

• Usually no disinfection, may be 
turbid or unpalatable supplies to 
small towns or supplies to 
individual customers.

• May apply to third pipe systems
• Risk management and community 

consultation process is still 
required.
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DHS - key contact details
• Jan Bowman (9637 4185)
• jan.bowman@dhs.vic.gov.au

• John Siapantas (9637 4221)
• john.siapantas@dhs.vic.gov.au

• Brian Labza (9637 4088)
• brian.labza@dhs.vic.gov.au

• facsimile (combined) 9637 4507


